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In 4.3 Crop Sub-Sector 4.3.2 Challenges in the Crop Sub-Sector (page no. 290) stated that some of the
current and future challenges are linked to rapid industrialization and associated decline in agricultural
land. Availability of high-quality seeds, access to credit, inadequate investment in agriculture, and
vulnerability to climate change are also important challenges. Modern varieties of different crops,
production technologies have been developed in the national agricultural research systems. The yield
gap between potential and actual yields of a released crop variety by farmers remains high. New
techniclogy generation for vulnerable dreds e.g. stress tolerant varieties and managenient practices,
quality improvement of major crop varieties, pest and disease management, resource conservation,
farm mechanization value addition and postharvest management, and climate smart technology
constitute imporfant challenges in the crop subsector, Low quality and adulterated agricultural inputs
(seeds, fertilizers and pesticides) marketed by unscrupulous traders is also an important challenge in
crop agriculture.

In 4.3 Crop Sub-Sector 4.3.3 Strategies for Crop Sub-Sector during the 8FYP (page no. 294) stated
many strategies to face the challenges. Among them some are

- Increase farmers® capability and income through institutional infrastructure development and
efficient technalogy services.

- Adopt and implement food production plans to meet the needs of nutritious; safe and demand-driven

fonde,

- Restore and develop the agricultural supply chain aftermath of COVID-19 crisis; minimize the
fmpact of COVID-19 for smooth agriculture growth and ensure food security-after the crisis.

- Provide assistance to the farmers in in increasing agricultural production and ensuring marketing
facilities of agriculfural commodities and obtaining fair prices.

In order to enhance agricultural production and ensure food security, the 8FYP targets to assure the '
supply of quality and high-yielding seeds for production and continue and extend the support to
farmers. The following other targets are sct to be achieved within the plan period-

- To ensure affordable price of agricultural inputs and low volatility for prices of major cropping
ifenis.

- To develop seed production, soil and fertilizer management, crop management, pest management
anid location specific technologies:

- To provide capacity building training and awareness training to the farmer on uses of modem
technnlngles posi-hatvest storage etc.

N (ﬁ/ - it



*+ Ministry the Impact of the COVID - 19 pandemic : In order to mminimize the impact of pandemic on the
agriculture sector (not limited to the crop sub-sector only), the government, in the backdrop of the
Covid-19 fallout. announced a stimulus package of BNT 5,000 crore for farmers to boost agricultural
production. small and medium-scale farmers, including those in the poultty and dairy sector and
fisheries can avail the loans available under this package at only four per cent interest rate. Farmers
will benefit from fhese initiatives for the next three vears. Small farmers will be able fo avail this loan
without collateral. Apart from this, an additional BDT 9,500 crore was allocated for fertilizer subsidies
(as in the budget for FY 2021) as part of the government’s strategy to minimize the impact. Seeds
worth BDT 150 crore will be distributed among affected farmers so that agricultural production would
be continued.

> TSR ((GIIE ST SOIB FICR) R STRTRIGPTCES A 25Fsib Fraere

G 7 Ol - X &% BTl .o, an Rigmsiets At detis dem Fidfatm Atnesrst stae (National
Action Plan of Ministrys/ Divisions by Targets for the Implementation of SDGs - Page No: ves ) ¢

o Goal 2 : End hunger, achieve food security and improved nuirition and promote sustainable
agriculture.

e Target: 2.3 : By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food
producers, in particular women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers,
including through secure and equal dccess to Iand, other productive resources dand inputs,
knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities for value addition and non-farm
employment.
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